
All cities Cities <= 5000 Cities >5000

In March 2021, Congress approved the American Rescue Plan Act,

delivering $1.4 billion in direct pandemic relief to Georgia’s cities through

ARPA’s State and Local Fiscal Relief Fund (SLFRF). To mark ARPA's one year

anniversary, GMA surveyed Georgia cities to learn how investments of

SLFRF are bringing much-needed relief to families, businesses, and

communities statewide.  
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Number  of  c i t ies  that  responded:  136  (25%)

Share of  responding c i t ies  be low 5000 in  populat ion:  73%

(75% of  Georgia ' s  c i t ies  have 5000 or  fewer  people)

gacit ies.com/arpa

25% 20%  55%

26% 19% 65%

44% 45% 40%

87% 89%  75%

26% 22%  55%
20% 15% 50%

https://gacities.com/arpa


MAKE TRANSFORMATIONAL
INVESTMENTS IN
INFRASTRUCTURE

A var iety  of  water ,  sewer  and
stormwater  sys tem improvements ,  such
as:

Replacement/update of  ch lor inat ion
system
Renovat ion of  water  tanks  to  br ing
up to  EPD standards
Insta l lat ion of  d ig i ta l/radio  read
water  meters
Bu i ld ing regional  connect ion to
another  water  sys tem in  case of
emergency
Updates  to  moni tor ing system to
accurate ly  account  for  water  loss
and contaminat ion r i sk
F lood mit igat ion effor ts
Mapping/e-document ing of
equipment  c i tywide

Pave and resur face c i ty  s t reets
Broadband prov is ion and expans ion ,
inc lud ing publ ic  Wif i  access

What  c i t ies  are doing:

87%

Upgrading c i ty  computers  (government
bui ld ings and l ibrar ies)  to accommodate
increased broadband and al low for  v i r tual
meet ings ,  research,  etc.  
S idewalk  project  to increase safety  when
walk ing f rom l ibrary  to recreat ion f ie lds .

City of  Hamilton pop.  1680
Running a new water  l ine that  wi l l  serve new
houses p lus  c i t izens on the lower income
scale.  "We have wanted to do th is  for  years
but  have not  had the resources. . . "

City of  Lakeland pop.  2875
A new wel l ,  water  tower and improved water
l ines to benef i t  a l l  res idents ,  schools ,
hospita ls  and publ ic  faci l i t ies ,  and also
improve f i re protect ion by increas ing the
water  pressure throughout the c i ty .  Being
able to use ARPA ensures water  usage rates
don ' t  increase for  customers .  

City of  Bogart  pop.  1326

I N C L U S I V E  W A T E R ,  S E W E R  A N D  B R O A D B A N D
E X P A N S I O N ;  S I D E W A L K  I M P R O V E M E N T S

Vaccine incent ive  programs
Sani t iz ing publ ic  p laces  to
prevent  contaminat ion
Improv ing fac i l i t ies  for  better
vent i lat ion ,  soc ia l  d is tancing and
min imized touching
Test ing/vaccinat ion s i tes  and
emergency preparedness  centers ;
suppl ies  and equipment
Educat ion and awareness  to
promote heal thy  phys ica l ,  soc ia l ,
menta l  and emot ional  wel lbe ing 
Extended pol icy  for  s ick  leave
due to  COVID-19
Communi ty  v io lence intervent ion
programs,  e .g.  Cure Vio lence

What  c i t ies  are doing:

25%
DIRECTLY ADDRESS
THE PUBLIC HEALTH
CRISIS

City  of  Barnesvi l le  pop.  6292
Week ly  drawings  for  vaccinated people ,
inc lud ing Ci ty  employees ,  to  win
"Barnesv i l le  Bucks"  that  cou ld be spent
at  local  bus inesses  to  he lp smal l
bus inesses .

City  of  Chamblee  pop.  30 , 164
Major i ty  of  funds  for  deve lopment  of
outdoor  recreat ional  space in  low
income neighborhoods.  Invest ing in  a
master  park  p lan bu i ldout  to  prov ide
more access ib le  ameni t ies  in  a  qual i f ied
census  t ract .

City  of  Toomsboro  pop.  383
Sent  out  mass  messages and let ters  wi th
informat ion about  vaccines ,  i .e .  what
fac i l i t ies  offer  them and on what  days .

VACCINE INCENTIVE PROGRAMS,  MORE
OUTDOOR SPACES IN  QUALIF IED CENSUS
TRACTS,  PUBLIC INFORMATION CAMPAIGNS



Ut i l i t y  b i l l  c redi ts  and/or  property  tax

re l ief  to  households

Aid to  Tour i sm Board

Grants  to  smal l  bus inesses  and non-

prof i t s

Renta l ,  mortgage and ut i l i t y  ass i s tance

Tutor ing programs to  address  learn ing

gaps

Food d is t r ibut ion programs 

Hous ing rehabi l i tat ion

Support  to  fami l ies  f rom t rans i t ional  to

permanent  hous ing

Smal l  bus iness  incubators

What  c i t ies  are doing:

PROVIDE ECONOMIC RELIEF
TO DISPROPORTIONATELY 
 IMPACTED GROUPS 26%

City  of  Wadley pop.  1643
Grant  to  Peaches and Cream Foundat ion
prov id ing counse l ing ,  mentorsh ips ,  tutor ing
and sk i l l  deve lopment  to  local  s tudent .  

City  of  Conyers pop.  17 ,305
Grants  to  qual i fy ing res idents  and smal l
bus inesses  wi th  an on l ine appl icat ion
process  and mul t ip le  forms of  advert i s ing -
c i ty  webs i te ,  newspaper ,  soc ia l  media ,  emai l
b last ,  f l yers  at  extended stay  hote ls .

City  of  Thomasvi l le  pop.  18 ,881
Creat ion of  a  Communi ty  Deve lopment
Center  to  address  low income hous ing.

MENTORSHIP  FOR STUDENTS,  GRANTS TO RESIDENTS
& SMALL BUSINESSES,  AFFORDABLE HOUSING

20%
SERVE OTHER PURPOSES

Support  to  Po l ice and F i re

Departments

IT  investments  to  make c i ty  serv ices

more access ib le ,  i .e .  l i vest reaming

serv ice for  v i r tua l  publ ic  part ic ipat ion

in  c i ty  meet ings  and ADA-compl iant/

mul t i l ingual  webs i te

Parks  and recreat ion improvements ,

i .e .  camera systems to  deter  i l legal

act iv i ty

Publ ic  safety  upgrades at  ra i l road

cross ing

Hous ing rehabi l i tat ion;  new hous ing

incent ives  for  deve lopers

What  c i t ies  are doing:

I ncent ive  program to ' shop local '
Par tner ing wi th  local  schools  to  enhance
outdoor  recreat ion areas  for  s tudents
Prov id ing f ree Wif i  to  a  lower- income
area

City  of  Peachtree Corners pop.  42,243

44%

PROVIDE PREMIUM PAY TO ESSENTIAL
WORKERS

Hazard pay for  essent ia l
employees  who have worked
dur ing the pandemic
Bonuses  to  fu l l - t ime and
part- t ime c i ty  employees ,  i .e .
for  retent ion
Pay ra ises
Bonuses  to  f i r s t  responders

Inc lud ing:
26%

OFFSET LOST REVENUE

Some cities are using the
revenue reduction calculator,
while others are electing the
standard allowance.

City  of  P inehurst  pop.  309
Purchase of  ind iv idual  ref lect ive  address
s igns  for  a l l  houses  for  9 1 1  purposes .

Town of  Bethlehem  pop.  7 15
Upgrading parks  wi th  handicap equipment ,
benches and p icn ic  tab les .

City  of  P i t ts  pop.  252
Radios  for  vo lunteer  f i re  department  ass i s t
wi th  EMT cal l s  under  mutual  a id  agreement
with  county .

Whichever  method they  use ,  c i t ies  have re l ied
on ARPA funds  to  recover  lost  revenue ,
a l lowing them to mainta in  and improve how
they prov ide government  serv ices  and be
prepared to  invest  where i t ' s  needed most .



City of Jonesboro pop. 4235
The use of funds will restore the
city's resources and allow for
improved functionality and the
opportunity to be responsive to
the immediate and future needs
of those directly and indirectly
affected as well as those who
have been steadfast in sustaining
operations during the crisis.

City of Commerce pop. 7387
ARPA funding will be combined with local
funding to improve aged water and sewer
infrastructure. This will enhance water
quality, provide for expanded storage in
case of emergencies, and allow for
expansion of waste water treatment
capabilities to provide for new industry,
businesses, and residents in our region.
This is necessary to create economic
opportunity and increase the labor force.

City of Dacula pop. 6882
Dacula is working in conjunction with AT&T to
provide broadband in the City's park for free to
the Citizens that do not have access in that area.  
Also, there is no broadband access to the City's
maintenance facility so AT&T will provide
broadband down a residential road that currently
has no access.

City of Young Harris pop. 1098
A city the size of Young Harris cannot
fund expensive but necessary
expansion. We have a growing
population due in large part to COVID.
Many people are moving to the
mountains because they can work from
home, the area is not crowded and the
lifestyle is better suited to their needs.
Due to this influx of people we are in
need of expanding our sewer/water
lines into parts of our community that
does not currently have this
infrastructure. Providing this will help
with residential and commercial
building, economic development and
community growth and development. 

Vis i t  gacit ies.com/arpa  for  more examples .

MORE FEEDBACK FROM GEORGIA 'S CIT IES ON HOW
ARPA SUPPORTS AND UPL IFTS THEIR  COMMUNIT IES

Town of Trion pop. 1960
With the Town's largest employer, tax
generator, and utilities user about to close due
to COVID, the town had to use the ARPA funds
to offset losses from the mill in order to meet
payroll of the employees.

Greenway trail to connect and
promote public health of city residents
Distribution of healthy meals to the
food-insecure and other assistance
programs for small businesses and the
senior community
Premium pay to essential workers

City of Union City pop. 26,830

SLFRF funding is helping Union City
leverage the value of locally derived
revenue to make sure the greenway trail
benefits all our residents by connecting
all of Union City, from one end of our city
to the other, to an ecosystem of outdoor
spaces to address health disparities. 

Mapping and electronically documenting
stormwater, sewage and water drains
and pipes throughout the city
Grading necessary ditches and replacing
corrugated pipes for proper stormwater
drainage

City of Davisboro pop. 1832

https://gacities.com/arpa

