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Georgia Broadband Deployment Initiative 

What is the mission of GBDI?

o To promote the deployment of broadband services to unserved 
areas.

Why is it important?

o 1.6 million Georgians lack access to high-speed internet.

o Critical infrastructure for the 21st Century.

o Essential to business, healthcare, education, agriculture, and quality 
of life.

What are the Barriers to Deployment?

o High cost of investment due to:
▪ low population densities

▪ rugged terrain



Importance of High-Speed Broadband

Fast, reliable internet has become an essential utility for promoting economic, 
educational, and social opportunities

Source: NTIA Broadband USA – Why Broadband Matters

Access to broadband is vital for communities to fully participate in the 
economy.

Healthcare: 1 Gbps+

Education: 100 Mbps 
- 1 Gbps+

Small Business: 50 Mbps+

Home: 25 Mbps+

• Sharing medical records
• Connecting first responders
• Virtual appointments

• Online testing
• Accessing databases
• Sharing educational material

• Managing inventory 
• Coordinating shipping 
• Operating point-of-sale 

terminals

• Completing homework
• Streaming video
• Web browsing



Broadband as a State Priority 

“With 25% of rural residents 
without access to high speed 
internet, bringing this access to 
ALL of Georgia is a fundamental 
component of our plan to 
strengthen rural Georgia”

- Governor Brian Kemp



Legislative Background

o Legislative Session 2018
▪ SB402- created as the framework for the Georgia 

Broadband Deployment Initiative (GBDI)

o Rural study committees 2017 
▪ Senate Rural Georgia Study Committee was created

o House Rural Development Council created in 2017

o Senate Resolution 876 in 2016
▪ Joint High-speed Broadband Communications Access for all 

Georgians Study Committee



2019 Legislation 

o SB2: allows for electric utilities providers to provide 
broadband services

o SB17: authorizes telephone cooperatives and their 
broadband affiliates to provide broadband services 

o SB66: provides for process to streamline deployment of 
wireless services in ROW



FCC

Broadband Mapping

Mapping Pilot

o 3 counties; Lumpkin, Elbert and Tift

o 7 providers; Cable, EMC, Telco and City

o Completed in March: 44,443 locations

o Statewide mapping in progress for 156 
counties, 46 providers

Georgia Mapping Accuracy for 25/3

o For each location (5-6 million) with location details

o Using 2019 location counts

o Determine unserved locations and census blocks

o Determine investment requirement

FCC Mapping Lacks Accuracy 

o 1 location per census block = served

o Uses 2010 census location counts



Mapping Methodology

Census block served

Census block unserved

Unserved Address

Served Address

14% Unserved

50% 
Unserved

40% 
Unserved

0% Unserved

Federal Communications 

Commission (FCC)

Georgia Broadband 

Deployment Initiative (GBDI)



Location specific accuracy:
• Identify unserved locations: 25/3
• Location details: Addresses, 

owner, boundaries, size, location 
points, structures, Structure 
counts and unit counts.

Illustration



Pilot Results

FCC
Map

Georgia  
Map

Elbert Co. Tift Co. Lumpkin Co.



Identifying Funding Sources

o Federal Funding

▪ FCC Rural Digital Opportunity Fund (CAF III)

▪ USDA ReConnect Round 2 

o Other Funding Sources

o Local Funding

▪ Bonds

▪ SPLOST

o Private Funding

o State Funding

▪ GBDI Grant Rules & Regulations approved June 17, 2019

▪ Currently no funding appropriated



Grant Program

Broadband Partner
35%

Social Impact
22%

Capital Cost
14%

Capital  
Contribution  
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Economic Impact  
11%

Broadband Ready
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Technical Assistance

1. Social Impact

2. Economic Impact
Mapping

3. Project Capital Cost

4. Capital Contribution
Cost Model

5. Broadband Partner

6. Local Government

Identifying  
Partner



Site Designation Benefits

o Encourages economic development and assists in attracting 
technology. 

o Demonstrates data capacity available at the site.

o Facilities and developments are designated as local community assets 
by the Department of Economic Development. 

o Standardized graphics and materials will be provided to the owner(s) 
and the county or municipal corporation in which the facility or 
development is located to assist in promoting the status as a Georgia 
Broadband Ready Site. 



Site Designation Application

Designates facilities and development properties with a 
minimum of 1 gigabit service at premise. 

o Notify GDEcD of intent to apply, 

o Documentation that a minimum of 1 gigabit of broadband services 
is available at the facility; and 

o https://broadband.georgia.gov/designations/broadband-ready-
site-application-information



Community Designation Benefits 

o Demonstrates that a local unit of government has taken steps to reduce 
obstacles to broadband infrastructure investment. 

o Signals community readiness to partner with broadband providers.

o Promotes community planning for the present and future.

o Provides an opportunity to receive additional points in the event that 
GDBI should have a funded grant program.



Community Designation Application

o Updated and approved local comprehensive plan

o Adoption of a model ordinance

o https://broadband.georgia.gov/designations/broadband-
community-application-information



Updating Local Comprehensive Plan:
Broadband Services Element

Effective October 1, 2018 a Broadband Services Element is required for all 
Local Comprehensive Plans. 

Examples (“Baby Steps”)

o Goal:  Our citizens will have ready, reliable, and affordable access to broadband internet 
service.

o Need/Opportunity:  Citizens in a number of areas in our community are unable to take 
advantage of a variety of goods, services, and information due to lack of access to 
broadband internet service.

o Project/Activity:  Review our development regulations to identify (and eliminate) 
unnecessary obstacles to the expansion of broadband internet infrastructure. 



Model Ordinance

In order to be considered a broadband ready community, a political body must enact 
an ordinance for reviewing applications and issuing permits that includes:

o Single point of contact for all matters related to broadband:

o (i) Position & Title 

o (ii) First & Last Name 

o (iii) Organization (municipality, county, or authority with participating entities 
involved in the designation)

o (iv) Phone Number(s) (work and mobile if applicable)

o (v) Email(s) (preferred email that can be directed to point of contact or 
acceptable official work email)

o (vi) Website URL to Contacts Page (required if applicable) 

o Application completeness review

o Notification of an incomplete application

o Approval or denial notification

o Related fees

o Other information. 



Congratulations

Oglethorpe

County!



Local Comprehensive Plan Update

118
jurisdictions  

have adopted
plans that  
include a  

Broadband  
Planning  
Element

1st Broadband Ready Community Designation



Resources Available Online

o State Broadband Plan

o Broadband Ready Community 
Designation information and application

o Broadband Ready Site Designation 
information and application

o Mapping

o Additional Resources 

https://broadband.georgia.gov/

https://broadband.georgia.gov/


Broadband Department email: broadband@dca.ga.gov

Mapping Information: broadband@itos.uga.edu or 706-542-5308

Local and Regional Planning information: planning@dca.ga.gov

Contacts

23
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